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PROJECT REPORT: MIDNORDIC EXTREME 2009

Background

MidNordic Extreme

In February 2008 the Regional Council of Central Finland approached Jelmu to ask if
Jelmu was interested in taking part in organizing a Mid-Nordic culture event in Jyvaskyla in
2009. A natural starting point for the event was then the local rock music scene. A variety
of quality rock and metal bands have come not only from Jyvaskyla but also from other
areas in the Mid-Nordic region.

Jelmu ry

Live Music Association of Jyvaskyla, Jelmu ry, is a community service association
organizing rock concerts and maintaining rehearsal spaces for local bands in Tanssisali
Lutakko in Jyvaskyla. Annually Jelmu organizes concerts on 100i 140 evenings, and the
annual attendance rate has been ¢.38,000 visitors in the past few years. Almost all
concerts are all ages. Jelmu employs five paid workers, all other employees are voluntary
workers. Currently the association has some 100 active volunteers. Jelmu is a non-profit
seeking association and has currently 3 300 members.

Tanssisali Lutakko

When Jelmu started organizing shows in Tanssisali Lutakko, the building was condemned
to be torn down in the city plan. Preservation of Lutakko after a struggle of more than ten
years was a dream come true for Jelmu. The renovation of the building was completed in
2005. A significant part of the renovation costs were covered with a 1 million euro ERDF-
subsidy granted by the State Provincial Office of Western Finland, and also the City of
Jyvaskyla and RAY (Finlands slot machine association) contributed to the funding.
Approximately half of the 2,7 million euro renovation costs were covered with a loan taken
by the mutual real estate company that owns the building now, the share holders of which
in addition to Jelmu ry are YAD ry and Kauko Sorjonen Foundation. Currently the main
users of the building alongside Jelmu are YAD (Youth Against Drugs) and the traditional
dance association ISOn Tanhuujat ry. In addition to this, rehearsal spaces for bands,
ateliers for artists, and a yoga parlor were built in the renovation.

Tanssisali Lutakko has established its status: rock venues of equal status and standard in
Finland are found only in Helsinki alongside Jyvaskyla. Tanssisali Lutakko has been

awarded as the best rock club in Finland in the Music & Media trade fair more than once.

Also, the 20 rehearsal spaces provided by Jelmu have been a significant help in
Jyvaskyl @6s crying needopractice. mor e pl aces for

Jel muds events are directed especially to t
enabled by the voluntary work. The goal is to raise new active rock generations to Finland
as audiences as well as performers and organizers. An equally important goal is to run



Tanssisali Lutakko so that young people as customers would feel genuinely welcome and
at home in Lutakko.

About working and planning

The workgroup in Central Finland consisted mainly of Jonna Paananen (Jelmu) and Raija
Partanen and Virpi Heikkinen (Regional Council of Central Finland and Midnordic
Committee). In addition, huge amount of work, especially contacting in Midnordic was
made by Matti Salmela, Jelmu’s promoter. Also directors of planning and development
Hannu Korhonen and Martti Ahokas gave their contribution to the work.

The project plan was presented to the midnordic culture work group on several meetings
(June, December 2008 and March 2009) and given feedback was taken into consideration.

Jelmu contacted during year 2008 several experts, cooperation partners and other actors
in the chosen music genre in the Midnordic region in order to find performers to the event.
In choosing the bands Jelmus principle was to find outstanding bands from each and every
region, but Jelmu also wanted to pay attention to the quality and high-level of performing
bands.

Pre-club

The event was pre-marketed during a pre-club on 6" of December 2008. 3 bands from
Sweden performed: Burst, Victims and Icos and from Finland Deathbed. An audience of
140 people came to the event.

ROBERT JOHANSSON

BURST saapuu naapurista itsenaisyyspaivan viettoon.

Ruotsahtavaa itsenaisyyspaivaa % o1

Lutakossa kunnioitetaan itsendisyyspéivdd kolmen ruotsalaisbdndin voimin. (Mid)Nordic Extreme 2009 -ennakko-
klubi esiintyvét Burst, Victims ja Icos. Kotikutoisuutta edustaa Deathbed. Itsendisyyspéivin iltamat vierdhtivit varsin
metallisissa tunnelmissa.

Lutakossa (Mid)Nordic Extreme 2009 -ennakkoklubilla Burst, Victims, Icos ja Deathbed 6. joulukuuta.




Programme

The four day event MidNordic Extreme 2009 was held in Tanssisali Lutakko during Easter
week from April 8" to April 11" 2009 (Wednesday i Saturday). Totally 15 bands
performed during the event.

An opening club was held on the first day, Wednesday April 8", featuring artists mainly
from Central Finland area. During next three evenings - the main events - artists
performed on two stages, line-up features bands from Sweden, Norway and Finland.

From Norway: 22, Monolithic

From Sweden: Af Grund (at pre-club: Burst, Victims, Icos)

From Finland: BBC Nukes, Callisto, FM2000, Substances, Ghost Brigade,
Manufacturer’s Pride, Rotten Sound, Sara, Soulfallen, Swallow The Sun, The Duke,
Kaksonen (pre-club: Deathbed)

See also appendix 1: presentation of the bands.

Unfortunately 1 band (Cult of Luna) from Sweden cancelled their participating.

Detailed program MIDN@RPIC
EXTIREME 2009

Wednesday 8th of April: P‘"" | LUTAKKO - JYVASKYLA- 811420090 o

-gigs: FM2000, Ghost Brigade, Manufacturer’s Pride, . &%

Substances i . ~

- network-meeting & awards “

Thursday 9th of April

- gigs: 22, Monolithic, Sara, The Duke

Friday 10th of April

- gigs: Rotten Sound, Afgrund, BBC Nukes

Saturday 11th of April

-gigs: Swallow the Sun, Callisto, Soulfallen, Kaksonen

See also appendix 2: photos from the gigs

Target audiences

MidNordic Extreme was an all ages event and ticket prices were 22/ 8 (200 [/ f
and8a / on€odayel mu member s t hTetprget acdieace wer e
consisted of people mainly from Central Finland between 151 30 years of age. The

expected attendance rate was 1,500i 2,000 visitors.

The result was not as high as espected, but 1300 visitors in total.

Midnordic aspect/benefit and the Network-meeting:
On 8/4 there was an extra program, arranged by JelImu 1 a network meeting between:

a) festival and club promoters in the Midnordic region

b) (mainly Finnish) record companies and media
The goal with the meeting was to create contacts and discuss mutual problems,
networking, possible cooperation in the future. People from record companies, the media,
as well as other organizers were invited to attend the meeting. In this way the MidNordic
Extreme was meant to also function as a showcase event for unsigned artists and as a



warm meeting place for people working within the music and culture field.

The Extreme Meeting was very successful although it was mainly between Finnish festival
and club promoters. The conversation was very open and dealt also delicate topics such
as the threat caused by multinational companies (eg. Sonysphere in Finland) for the
traditional consert T and festival arrangement on smaller markets and countries. The threat
is a common feature for all Nordic countries where the audience bace is very narrow and
where several of the events are
based on association work.

During the meeting there was
made plans how to keep up with
the competition together. The
small local actors have the
strength in having good contacts
to the local audience and in the
know-how how the bands could
in the best way reach the
audience that they are seeking
for.

The next similar meeting was
agreed to be arranged during
Easter 2010. Opening evening and festival promoters at Midnordic Extreme
As another result the meeting

confirmed a festival booking for one of the performing bands and two possible club gigs for

the of the bands.

Because there are also plans to arrange a larger seminar for all midnordic festival
arrangers, so there are hopes for cooperation in the future in common questions.

Marketing/information
Jelmu was responsible of marketing the event and producing information&marketing
material. Websites was made for the event: www.jelmu.net/midnordic and a leaflet/poster.

Promoting of the event was mainly be done by direct contacts of Jelmu and through
several different websites (eg. Imperium.net, MySpace, StorasArtist, LastFM, Meteli.net,
etc.) but also in magazines (eg. Sue, Rumba, Inferno, Keskisuomalainen).

In Facebook there was an own group for the event (with 81 members).

Several newspaper-articles was published, both on the event and the awards.
Local TV-news: http://tvikl.fi/content/fi/11501/1119/6/6.html (at approx. 8.14 minutes)

The office of MNC supported and helped in marketing actions. All material included MNC-
logotype and website-adress (www.mittnorden.net).

See also appendix 3: Promotion of Midnordic Extreme

Midnordic Awards/Scholarships

The Midnordic Committee has a tradition of 2 awards/scholarships (50 000SEK +

25 000SEK) for outstanding representants within chosen field.

The hostregion nominated two actors and presented them to the culture workgroup in


http://www.jelmu.net/midnordic
http://tvjkl.fi/content/fi/11501/1119/6/6.html
http://www.mittnorden.net/

March 2009 in Oslo. After further discussion
the nominations were confirmed and also
presented to the Midnordic Committee in
March.

KESKIPOHjOLAN
KULTTUURIPALKINTO
2009

- The main prize winner (50 000SEK): Jelmu e e
Jyvaskyla Live Music Association B
The reasoning: the Midnordic Committee R e
appreciates the work that Jelmu has made in
the music business and among young people
and volunteers. The association has made a
principal decision about addressing the events
to younger people and acknowledges the
youth in all its” activities. The youth represents
also the backbone of the great amount of the
volunteer work that is made in Jelmu.

Jelmu also pays attention to smaller, marginal music genres in Jelmus events and
programmes.

- Youth award (25 000SEK): Toinen vaihtoehto/The other Alternative i publication
(Vasa)

The reasoning: The publication was awarded for it’s longterm work within music journalism
and for the young voluntary edititorial staff. The publication has been published since 1989
and represents youth subcultures, especially punk and other. The publication is made by
mostly young volunteers.

Comments:

The prizes were given during the opening evening of Midnordic Extreme and the audience
appreciated highly the award-choices of the Midnordic Committee. Both Jelmu and the
publication represent such actors which do not normally receive any prizes or stipends for
their work.

For example, The other Alternative T publication can now assure their publications for 2
coming years with the help of the award.

Martti Ahokas as the representative of the Marko Né&asila and Ville Anger received the
Midnordic Committe handed out the awards. youth prize on behalf of The other
Matti Salmela received the award for Jelmu. Alternative i publication.



